


Materials Required 

Masking Tape 

Gravel / Small Stones 

Nails 

Paint 

Sculpty (Oven Bake Clay) 

Glue 

Bits of Bark 
Paperclips 

Multi Tool 

Floor Tile Bases* 

Toothpaste Cap 



Basing Materials Required Hobby Lichen 

Concrete Patch 

Weathering Pastels 

Fine Sand or “Sawdust Sand” 



Making “Sawdust Sand” 

MDF Board 

Instructions:  I recommend using  this sawdust for all your desert terrain 
instead of real sand (which I find too grainy).  You simply use a sander on 
a piece of MDF board and collect up the dust by doing the sanding in a 
container.  The resulting sawdust is soft and will produce a fine orange-
tan colored dust that can be used in place of real sand.  Store excess for 
later. 

Sawdust “Sand” 

Plastic Bin 



12” X 12” Adhesive Floor Tiles for Bases 

1.  Rough out the shiny top of the base so glue will stick 
better. 
2. Peel the wax paper off back and stick the tile to 

cardstock paper.   
3. Cut into 40 or 50 pieces and then trim into various 

sized circles  and oblongs about 1 to 2” in diameter.   
4. You will glue the nail head to this base after the cacti 

have been baked.   

1.5” 



Toothpaste Cap / gear tools 

Groove Tool 

Cut a small portion, about 1/5, off of the toothpaste cap.  
The ridges in this small piece of plastic is used to imprint the 
pleats into the clay so it looks like a saguaro.  Try to make 
the pleats as even as possible so that they run all the way 
from the bottom in a straight line to the top.  I’ve also used a 
small metal gear to achieve the same effect.   



Making the Saguaros 

1. Use multi-tool to straighten out  paperclips.  
Cut these in half to about the same length as 
the large nails.  Bend them to resemble an 
arm (or arms) of a cactus. 

2. Use two or three strips of masking tape to 
secure wire to the nail.  #1 

3. Not all saguaros have arms.  Make a couple of smaller ones with the 2” nails .  #2 
& 3.   

4. The hard part is molding the clay into a narrow cylindrical shape along the length 
of the nails as well as the arms.  #4 

5. When the desired shape is achieved run the small “groove tool” (toothpaste or 
gear) along the entire length of the cactus to create the distinctive pleats.  #5 & 6 



Making the Bases 
1. Once you have sculpted your cacti as 

well as you can you need to bake 
them in an oven.  “Sculpty” brand 
clay bakes at 275F degrees for 15 
minutes however you should follow 
the instructions for the type of oven 
bake clay you are using.   

2.  When you are done baking and the 
cacti have cooled you can mount 
them to your base using a strong 
glue.  I use a super glue.  Be patient 
and wait for the glue to dry.  This is 
why I chose nails with a large head 
since it has more bonding surface. 

3. With the nail firmly affixed to the 
base I then apply some concrete 
patch along the base.  While it is still 
wet I then in some bits of bark and 
small stones.  Let this dry for several 
hours. 

4. When the base is dry I then paint the 
entire piece with a very dark brown 
(burnt umber) mixed with some 
white glue (about 3 parts to 1).   



Painting The Base 
Once your base coat of dark brown has dried you can now 
paint the base.  I use a three tone dry brush effect.  I won’t 
recommend any colors  but it should be an application of a 
Dark, Medium and Light earth tone.  Apply the first dry 
brush  (the darkest color) to most of the base; the second 
color will be a medium brushing that hits the bumps and 
highlights the rocks; the lightest color should be a very light 
brushing that barely hits the high points.  But don’t worry if 
you make mistakes—it won’t be noticeable.    



Finishing The Base 
Once you painted the base you can add some of the 
“sawdust sand” to flat areas of the base were there are no 
rocks.   Do this with some white glue painted onto the bare 
spots.  Then cover the base with some of your sawdust.   
Shake off the extra and let dry. 



Painting the Saguaro 
The last step is to paint the Saguaros.  I use two colors—a 
dark green (Avocado) and a lighter green (Foliage Green).   
1.  I apply a heavy dry brush of dark green in a vertical 
motion (up & down).   
2.  Follow this up with a lighter brushing of the light green 
that is applied sideways.   
 

Finished  
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